










































348 Peter Henrici 

further development). He praised the finished work with 
perhaps excessive selflessness and did all he could to help 
them into print. Many of these doctoral students remained his 
lasting friends. 

The third circle of friends, the widest in scope, 
came to him through the journal Communio. Year after year he 
organized the small meeting of the various editions in Basel. 
Year after year it was he who was the undisputed central ref- 
erence-point of the larger international meeting. He made stirn- 
ulating suggestions about each of the themes proposed, 
pointed out difficulties, and was able to name suitable au- 
thors-whether living or from the past. Only the friends them- 
selves know of the trouble he took to build up and hold to- 
gether this "fellowship" (communio!) of the twelve editorial 
teams from very different cultural backgrounds. Only they too ' 

can tell of the c~untless conversations on the fringe of the 
meetings. 

It was after his return from the 1988 international 
editorial meeting in Madrid, which was preceded by a sympo- 
sium on his theology, that news reached Balthasar of his 
appointment as a cardinal. Though tired and ill again, he this 
time accepted, out of obedience to the Pope, what to him was 
an embarrassing honor. He also undertook the journey to 
Rome to be measured for his cardinal's robes (which, as_ pre- 
viously with his theologian's soutane, he would have left in 
Rome). But he knew in his heart that Heaven had other plans. 
"Those above," he wrote to a friend, "seem to have a different 
plan." Death came gently upon him. He more than once had to 
see those closest to him suffer an agony lasting months-"a 
death with the drop counter." But he himself was allowed to 
pass away in a moment and while he was still fully active. It 
happened as he was preparing to celebrate morning Mass. Like 
his father St. Ignatius, he was alone and unnoticed. The date 
was 26 June 1988, just two days before his elevation as a car- 
dinal. In his study of St. TherPse of Lisieux, he had once re- 
marked: "Who can die? The person who finds it hardest is 
perhaps the one whose consciousness is alert, whose self- 
control has penetrated the deepest fibers of his soul. . . . "54 

Death came gently to him. On his desk lay, completed, the 

54Schwestern im Geist. The'rPse von Lisieux und Elisabeth von Dijon (Einsiedeln, 
1970), 105. 
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manuscript of his annual Christmas gift to his friends: unless 
you become like this child. That is his true legacy. 

John 

How can one sum u p  in a few tvords a life so rich. 
work so abundant? Balthasar gave the name "John" to his most 
important foundations, to the "center of his work": the Com- 
munity of St. John and the Johannesverlag. It was not the name 
of his patron saint. That was St. Jokin the Baptist, "the friend of 
the Bridegroom" (John 3:29), together with the valiant martyr- 
soldier Ursus (the bear!). No, by "John" he meant the beloved 
disciple. At the end of the retreats he gave to students in the 
forties, he would also give an exposition of the last chapter of 
St. John's Gospel-with such an expressive tone of voice that it 
still rings in one's ears today: "If it is my will that he remain 
until I come, what is that to you?" Twenty years later he put it 

The two of them run "together." That is the first thing to say. It is an 
indispensable truth which is not invalidated by the second point, 
namely, that love, in its more unrestrained way, "runs ahead," while 
office, which has many things to consider, reaches its destination 
later. Love sees what can be seen (from outside), but lets office go in 
first. Office looks closely at everythin (including what is not vtsible 
from outside) and, from the position opthe napkin which had been on 
his head, reaches a kind of nihil obstat. Office lets love go in, so that 
love (b seeing the si ns, by seeing what Peter has discovered?) may 
reach fYith . . . peter Kas his task as servant, the rest is not his affair. 
It is not his business to know exact1 where the boundaries between 
the official Church and the ~ h u r c i  cf love are to be found. The 
Church of love will "remain"unti1 the Lord comes again, but how and 
where, only the Lord knows. . . . The last thing said to the servant 
Peter, the last word of the Lord in the Gos el, is the watchword for 
the Church and theology in every age:  gat is that to you?"55 

Balthasar saw his mission to be the Johannine 
Church, which both runs ahead of the Petrine and gives it 
precedence. The fact that running ahead and giving prece- 
dence may each be prominent at different limes just shows the 
unity of the mission. Both are only possible with the attitude of 
the beloved disciple. Of love not much can be said, though 

55Theologie der drei Tage (Einsiedeln, 1969). 190-192. 




